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to his job he may have two days* work counted for
three days' residence in prison and his sentence is thus
automatically reduced by nearly one-third. If the pris-
oner is of peasant origin and has maintained an un-
broken connection with the soil he is granted a three
months* leave of absence to go home and do his spring
sowing and summer harvesting, and the time which he
had spent behind the plow is counted as if he had
spent it in prison.
As a matter of simple expediency it pays the crim-
inal in the Soviet Union to serve out his sentence
without fuss or trouble and to return to his community
with his passport properly stamped and documented
for work. He is a privileged person in so far as getting
a job is concerned; the government sees to it that he is
given work. His having served a sentence is, of course,
no drawback to a man in Russia. In the first place the
criminal is not looked upon as a predatory individual,
but as the victim of conditions. And in the second place
the government is the sole employer of labor and since
the government has decreed that there can be no dis-
crimination against a man with a prison past, there is
none. The ex-convict need not fear a *'whispering cam-
paign" by his fellow employes. Any one trying to make
an issue of another man's prison experience is subject
to reprimand and fine and sometimes even to severer
forms of punishment. The ex-prisoner, too, generally
is better dressed than the average citizen who has
never been behind the bars and that, too, is in his favor.